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This book is superb. I have read every SOA book available (up until Apr/06) because it's part of my

job as a technology research analyst and all-around techno-geek. From those that I have read and

studied, this is the only one I feel compelled to write a review about. AND - because I did have to go

through it in such detail I'm going to raid my research notes and share with you a detailed review of

not just the book, but each of its chapters.Chapter 1 - IntroductionNothing special here, this is just a

chapter that introduces the rest of the book. Call it a glorified table of contents if you will. At first I felt

like skipping it altogether, but then I did what I'm supposed to do for my job and that is read each

and every part. In the end, I'm glad I took the time for two reasons: By reading a summary of each

of the chapters I got a good feel for what this book was going to cover and what it wasn't going to

cover. Secondly, I liked the author's intro stuff about ideal and not so ideal (real) SOA. Kind of

insightful and stinging at the same time. Still, though, this is still just a description of other chapters.

It's also a chapter you can get for free at the book's web site.Chapter 2 - Case StudiesHere the

author provides background information for the two companies he uses as case studies. If you're

into case studies, then you'll definitely want to read through this. But - I found the subsequent

samples pretty easy to follow and I think you could get away with skipping this chapter if you really



wanted to.Chapter 3 - Introducing SOAHere's where I started getting into the meat of the book. If

you think you don't understand what soa is or what the industry's made of it or turned it into then

you need to read this chapter.
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